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Health care careers remain strong in tough economy

t's no secret that our
I nation is in a recession

the likes of which have
not been seen or felt for
many years. While certain
parts of the country appear
to be showing signs of a
rebound, Southwest
Florida continues to move
deeper into a recession.
Fueled largely by the real
estate collapse and the
credit market, unemploy-
ment is rapidly approach-
ing double digits and the
recovery will be long. But
it’s not all gloom and doom
— in fact, employment
opportunities in some
fields have been and
continue to be very strong.

The health-care field

offers great potential for
immediate and long-term
employment and, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department
of Labor Occupational
Outlook. Jobs as a medical
assistant or a surgical
technician are expected to
grow at an above average
rate. Medical assistants
work in hospitals, doctor’s
offices, clinics, treatment
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centers and medical
laboratories. Their duties
vary, but generally involve
close contact with patients.
Medical assistants are
often trained to draw
blood, take a patient’s vital
signs and do a preliminary
work-up before the patient
sees the doctor. Medical
assistants are an important
part of the patient care
team and work very closely
with the professional staff.
A surgical technician is
on the front line and works
in the operating room
under the direct supervi-
sion of the surgeon and
nursing staff. Surgical techs
are called upon to prepare
the patient for surgery, and
to prepare the instrumen-
tation used by the surgeon.
Surgical techs do not
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@ Call us today to schedule an appointment!
4 941-429-1430 or 941-423-8828

17000 Tamiami Trail, North Port

inside the Wal-Mart Super Center

North Port WAL-MART Vision Center
Dr. Stefano

perform surgery, but are
present during the entire
surgical procedure. The
work is exciting and very
demanding, and attracts
highly motivated individu-
als. If you are frightened by
the sight of blood — this is
not the career for you!

If working directly with
patients is not your cup of
tea, consider an adminis-
trative position. Medical
billing and coding, accord-
ing to the Department of
Labor, is expected to grow
at an above-average rate.
These individuals insure
that medical procedures
are properly coded and
billed to the insurance
companies. The position
requires a great deal of

accuracy, as an incorrect
code may significantly delay
the payment of a claim.
Coders work in a profes-
sional office setting and
generally have little direct
patient contact. Good
computer skills are a must.
Careers in health care
are financially rewarding
and usually come with an
attractive fringe benefit
package. According to The
Wall Street Journal: “With
the aging population and
the likelihood of billions of
new federal dollars being
directed toward health
care, it seems pretty safe to
expect the growth (of the
health-care field) to con-
tinue.” In just about all
health-care fields,
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Don’t Forget Your Valentine!
Paradise Jewelry

Don't pay high retail prices.
SELLING JEWELRY BELOW WHOLESALE PRICES

Pawn

EXPERT

JEWELRY REPAIR

j Diamond Rings $99+

Laptops, Game
& Systems, iPODS
&Tools

Englewood
Someth Buy Scraj Layaways
Fofg‘/eéryg‘nge' z’]o Id P Available 426'8289
5 12705 Tamiami Trail ® North Port 214884 Tamiami Trail, North Port, FL 34287,
(941) 423-3711 ﬁ in the North Port Commons

professional certification is
available for those who
want to elevate their
credentials, prepare for
advancement and earn

institution that offers a
variety of programs in the
health-care field, and has
been engaged in career
training for 33 years. He

more money. can be reached at scalabro@

Dr: Stephen Calabro is swfc.edu. For more infor-
the executive vice president — mation on the college, call
of Southwest Florida 888-526-7973 or visit the

College, a private, accredited Web site www.swfc.edu.

North Port Dental

We are seeing new patients of all ages
everyday and our practice is growing
from word of mouth referrals from
people just like you!

* Kristin A. Woods,D.D S.,

a 2003 graduate of the State University of New York at Buffalo, has
recently joined our practice. A talented younger dentist, her skills and
abilities compliment our growing practice. While she practices all
aspects of general and cosmetic dentistry, her ability to perform root
canal therapy is a great addition to our office. Dr. Woods has a soft
touch with children and is well received by them.

Independent Doctor of Optometry

+ Board Certified Optometrist

+ Comprehensive Eye Examinations

« Contact Lenses

+ Evening and Saturday Appointments
Available

+ Walk-ins welcome
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SANDWICH

Present this coupon to ledeem

$

PURCHASE
OF $30 OR
MORE!

Gourmeft Deli

1119 S. Sumfer Blvd,, North Port 429-9400 Next to Beef 0' Brady's (Sumter & Price Bivd)

Mailander Brand, Old Forest
& Mustard Seed Salami

Turkey Breast 4
EXPIRES 2/28/09 M{,w

SALAMI SALE

$6.99 1b.

$6.99 1b.

' & More

94124268411

362110

6940 Pan American Drive

North Port, FL 34287
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Luxury
Apartments

Starting at

$5635.00

Get the best for alot less...

Dr. Price was
accidentally left out of
the Best of North Port

Section.
He was voted Best
Chiropractor for 2008

The staff at
Price Chiropractic
would like to thank
North Port for voting us the
Best Chiropractor for 2008

Jeffre O. Price, D.C.
Doctor of Chiropractic
941.426.1235
13355 S. Tamiami Trail, Suite E
North Port, FL 34287

Proudly serving North Port
for over 13 years.
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« Skilled Nursing Facility

* 24 Hour Nursing Care in a
Home Like Environment

« Physical, Occupational &
Speech Therapy

Years of Service
IV Therapy

Wound Care

Respite Care

We accept Medicare,
Medicaid and Private Pay

Toledo
Club

3565 Island Club Dr.
| North Port, FL 34288
..— www.toledoclubapts.com

941-423-6600

Call Toll Free 1-866-793-2912
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and then some.

Homeowners Auto J I\/Iotoroycle ¢ Boats

Golf Carts ¢ Flood e

Condos e Life Insurance ® Annuities
ASK ABOUT HOME INSURANCE OPTIONS

Renters ® Umbrella

CALL TO SEE HOW MUCH YOU CAN SAVE!

WE ARE HERE TO SERVE ALL YOUR INSURANCE NEEDS

. |
Matthews
Insurance

Voted the Best Insurance
Agent in North Port

362008

o of Nnm, 4,

Monday-Friday 8:30 - 5:00pm
Saturday 9:00 - 12:00pm

(941) 426-9571
4351 Aidan Lane
North Port, FL 34287
Behind Perkins Restaurant
(US41 and Sumter Bivd.)



